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This webinar will be recorded.

The recording may be used for:

● Internal documentation

● Sharing with registered participants

● Dissemination activities.

By joining, you consent to the recording. If you prefer not to appear, you may:

● Keep your camera off
Post your questions in the chat/ Allocated time for Q&A sessions

Webinar Recording Notice 



Part A – Work Strand 1
• Introduction to LDT4SSC project 
• Introduction to Work Strand 1 
• Funding Structure and Financial Support Mechanisms 
• Application Process and Timeline
• Eligibility Criteria 
• Technical and Non-Technical Requirements 

Part B – Support to Applicants 
• Introduction to the Matchmaking Platform 

• Introduction to the Helpdesk
• Q&A Session

Agenda of the Webinar 



Introduction to LDT4SSC
From the coordination team

Karl-Filip Coenegrachts
Open & Agile Smart Cities & Communities



LDT4SSC partners



LDT4SSC
General information
Local Digital Twins for Smart and Sustainable Communities

Call: DIGITAL-2024-CLOUD-DATA-AI-07-DIGITALTWIN: 
Towards networked Local Digital Twins in the EU

Type: DIGITAL-GFS DIGITAL Grants for Financial Support

Objective: “to consolidate existing results and move towards 
an ecosystem of mature LDT-based infrastructures and 
services across the EU to help cities and communities achieve 
economies of scale to access and deploy data platform and 
LDT-based services.”

Budget: 20M€ * 3M€ /17M€ (funding for pilots, 50% co-funding 
required = 34M€)

General objectives:
● Connecting data platforms and LDTs from cities and 

communities that already have a LDT in place, to create an 
EU “federation” of LDTs.

● Developing open-source pilots of LDT services based on 
shared needs of cities and communities that already have a 
local data platform and/or an LDT and want to expand them 
with new real-life use case services.

● Complementing the EU LDT Toolbox launched under 
WP2021-22 with additional complex AI-based and 
innovative services



LDT4SSC
The EU Smart Communities Ecosystem



LDT4SSC
3 work strands, with 5 calls for pilots

WS1: Technical 
Interconnection of Existing 
LDTs
Linking and scaling digital twins 
or data platforms that are 
already in place.

WS3: Adding New Advanced 
AI-Based Tools to the LDTs 
Toolbox
Integrating AI-driven, 
value-added services to 
enhance existing LDTs.

WS2: Creation of LDTs 
Based on Common Needs
Addressing shared urban or 
regional challenges (e.g., 
cross-border traffic, air 
pollution).

2 Open Calls
(Feb/26)
(Jun/26) 

2 Open Calls
(Feb/26)
(Jun/26) 

1 Open Call
(Nov/25) 



Join Menti!

Menti code: 1965 8891



Introducing Open Call 1
Interconnecting Local Digital Twins

Technopolis Group Belgium



Introducing Work Strand 1
Objectives

       INFORM AN LTD4SSC 
INTEROPERABILITY BLUEPRINT

      
EMPOWER COLLABORATION & 

FAIR COMPETITION

BUILD A CONNECTED DIGITAL 
TWIN ECOSYSTEM

ENABLE CROSS-SECTOR AND 
CROSS-BORDER SHARED DATA 

SERVICE



Targets of Work Strand 1

Connecting  LDTs from cities and communities that already have an LDT in place; 

To create an interoperable EU federation of LDTs

To connect public authorities that are willing to share data, models and services with other data 
platforms;

To foster a unified data ecosystem that enhances decision-making particularly for  key EU policies and 
reduces redundancies;

To support seamless data exchange and integration, both within individual communities and across 
regional networks; 

To foster the development of skills among all pilot members including companies offering technical 
solutions for a better interconnection, a better maturity of components and documentations.



What is the Timeline? 
Introducing Work Strand 1



What is the Timeline? 
Introducing Work Strand 1



● The total EU funding available for the pilots amounts to €17 million (85% of the total budget of the LDT4SSC 
project), to be distributed across approximately 15 to 20 selected consortia

● The funding will be distributed across three work strands:
- Work strand 1: At least 5.1 million (30%)
- Work strand 2: At least 5.1 million (30%)
- Work strand 3: At least 2.5 million (15%)

● Co-funding model:
- LDT4SSC covers up to 50% of eligible costs
- Applicants are required to cover at least 50% of total pilot costs

Funding Structure and Financial 
Support Mechanisms



● Grant rules:
- The maximum grant awarded per third-party is €500,000 across pilots
- The maximum cumulative grant per consortium is €1,000,000
- Eligible direct costs comprise Personnel, Subcontracting, and Purchase Costs, while indirect costs are eligible at 

a flat rate of 7% of total direct costs.
- All eligible costs must be actual, incurred during the pilot period, and in full compliance with applicable regulations, 

including state aid rules and the prevention of double funding

More information are available on the Call for Pilots Manual, which can be found on the LDT4SSC website. 

Funding Structure and Financial 
Support Mechanisms



Application Process and Timeline
Who can Apply?

Participation is open to, but not limited to:

      NGOS, NON-PROFITS, AND 
CIVIL SOCIETY 

ORGANISATIONS  

BUSINESSES, TECH 
DEVELOPERS, AND 

SUPPLIERS

 LOCAL, REGIONAL AND 
NATIONAL PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATIONS, 
EUROPEAN DIGITAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

CONSORTIA (EDICs)

 RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS 
AND ACADEMIA



Each pilot consortium must comprise at least two local or regional 
authorities drawn from two different eligible countries and at 
least one additional partner drawn from one of the following 
categories:

● Private entity (e.g., service provider)
● Private association (with legal status)
● Trusted third party
● Private representative of a use-case sector

Eligible Countries: 
● EU Countries (including outermost Regions and Overseas 

Territories)
● Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein
● DEP Associated countries 

All participants, with the exception of public bodies, must complete 
an Ownership Control Declaration (OCD). 

Application Process
Consortium Requirements 

Consortium

Regional or 
Local 

Authority 1

Regional or 
Local 

Authority 2

Additional 
Private 

Stakeholder

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/digital/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_digital_en.pdf


DEP-eligible countries



Technical and Non-Technical 
Requirements

Marine LE GALL & Laura RIOU (Cerema)



🎯 Purpose: The requirements translate the LDT4SSC’s objectives and its technical and 
non-technical frameworks into clear expectations for pilots. They exist so that funded pilots 
deliver interoperable, replicable, and sustainable results that can integrate into the wider EU 
LDT ecosystem.

👍 They matter because: Meeting these requirements:

● Ensures eligibility and
● Raises chances of selection. 

🧲 Connection to outcomes: Requirements link directly to the Applications’ Evaluation Criteria 
(Excellence, Impact, Quality & Efficiency of Implementation) used by the Evaluation Committee.

Requirements & recommendations
Rationale for the requirements



👉 Primary source: Chapter  2.8. Description of 
requirements & recommendations in the Call for 
Pilots Manual for Work Strand 1 (Connecting 
Existing Local Digital Twins).  
  

👉 Secondary source: A cheatsheet is available on 
the WS1 Piloting Activities – Technical 
Inter-connection of Existing LDTs’ page of the 
project’s Knowledge Hub.

Requirements & recommendations
Where to find the WS1 Requirements

https://ldt4ssc.eu/documents/ldt4ssc_pilot_manual_ws1.pdf
https://ldt4ssc.eu/documents/ldt4ssc_pilot_manual_ws1.pdf
https://ldt4ssc.github.io/guidance_content/ws1/
https://ldt4ssc.github.io/guidance_content/ws1/


Requirements & recommendations 
Thematic areas on the 24 Requirements and 8 recommendations across 4 dimensions

Pilot Details

● Digital maturity;

● Cross‑sectoral use cases 
with shared data and 
services;

● Technical and 
functional architectures 
description;

● Current and target data 
governance;

● Project management 
and staffing; 

● AI/XR use.

Relevance

● Align with local and EU 
priorities; 

● Political endorsement; 

● End‑user engagement 
and stakeholder 
involvement (Quadruple 
Helix);

● Transferability and 
replication across EU 
communities;

● EU technology stacks 
and infrastructure providers 
used.

Implementation

● Four‑phase 
Methodology and key 
activities; 

● Technical 
interconnection approach 
and draft technical and 
functional target 
architecture; 

● Common data 
descriptions and shared 
data models, data, assets 
and services.

● Engagement with the 
MIMs Plus.

Impact

● Interconnection rationale; 

● Tangible benefits and wider 
socio‑economic and 
environmental impacts; 

● Contractual framework; 

● Expected outputs and 
openness/accessibility of 
results;

● Scaling and post‑pilot 
continuation.



Requirements & recommendations
Technical and Non-Technical Eligibility criteria 1/2

Digital Maturity

➢ Each pilot must include at least two public authorities operating “Digitally mature” 
LDTs to be interconnected. 

➢ These LDTs must already provide digital and data services within their respective 
cities or communities. 

“Digitally mature” means having an existing LDT (can be supported by a Data Space) with at 
least descriptive-level capabilities and dynamic data integration.



Requirements & recommendations
Technical and Non-Technical Eligibility criteria 2/2

Use Cases

Pilots must include at least two cross-sectoral use cases, each featuring one shared 
service.
➢ The developed services integrate datasets from two or more sectors (e.g. mobility, 

energy…); or
➢ The LDTs provide services that span at least two sectors within a single use case.



👉 Rq. 8 Align the use-cases with the European Green Deal Objectives, the New European 
Bauhaus priorities, or tackle key challenges identified by LDT4SSC.

👉 Rq.9 Actively engage end-users and must involve at least three of the four Quadruple Helix 
stakeholder groups.

👉 Rq.14 Integrate the SIMPL Data Space Governance Authority Agent.

👉 Rq.16 Map all data collected and shared within the pilot ecosystem to a Linked Data Ontology.

👉 Rq.22 Include a contractual framework that guarantees the sustainability of LDT in all pilot 
activities.

👉 Rq.23 Publish in open repositories under an open licence all created or adapted data models. 
Share through the LDT Toolbox Marketplace the developed services.

Requirements & recommendations
Highlighting a selection of requirements



👉 Upon application: By filling out and 
submitting the Application Form.

👉 During the project: By submitting Pilot 
Deliverable and Reports (See chapter 2.5.4. 
Reporting in the Call for Pilots Manual for 
Work Strand 1).

🔺 Compliance with requirements conditions 
final payment.

Requirements & recommendations
How to demonstrate compliance with these requirements

http://ldt4ssc.eu/documents/ldt4ssc_application_form_ws1.docx
https://ldt4ssc.eu/documents/ldt4ssc_pilot_manual_ws1.pdf
https://ldt4ssc.eu/documents/ldt4ssc_pilot_manual_ws1.pdf


Eligibility Criteria 
Eligibility criterion How it’s demonstrated

General

All required documents and ownership and control declarations 
have been submitted in the right format (PDF & Excel) and on time.
The application files are submitted in English. 

Application Form, Financial Form, Letters of Commitment, 
Ethics and Data Protection Self-Assessment

The proposal has been submitted using the Open Call template. 
This includes respecting the page limit for the proposal template. Application Form, Financial Form, Letters of Commitment 

All questions have been answered (within the character limits). Application Form, Pilot Budget, Ethics and Data Protection 
Self-Assessment

Legal

Pilot consortium consists of at least two local or regional public 
administrations from two different eligible countries, together with 
at least one additional partner drawn from one of the following 
categories:

● Private entity (e.g., service provider)
● Private association (legal status)
● Trusted third party
● Private representative of a use-case sector

Application Form, Letters of Commitment

Financial

Pilot consortium covers at least 50% of the pilot budget as 
co-financing. 

Applicants demonstrate their capacity to provide at least 50% 
co-financing in an added budget table and with the Letters of 
Commitment

Support requested is not higher than 1.000.000 euros per 
consortium. Financial Form

Support requested is not more than 500.000 euros per third-party 
across pilots. Financial Form



Eligibility Criteria 

Technical and 
Non-Technical

Pilots must include at least two cross-sectoral use cases, each 
featuring one shared service.

● The developed services integrate datasets from two or more 
sectors (e.g. mobility, energy…); or

● The LDTs provide data services that span at least two sectors 
within a single use case.

Application Form 

Each pilot must include at least two public authorities operating 
digitally mature LDTs to be interconnected. ‘Digitally mature’ 
means having an existing LDT (can also be supported by a data 
space) with at least descriptive-level capabilities (see explanation 
in Annex 2) and dynamic data integration. These platforms must 
already provide digital and data services within their respective 
cities or communities.

Application Form

Ethical Ethics and Data Protection Self-Assessment completed and 
submitted.

Application Form, Ethics and Data Protection 
Self-Assessment



Join Menti!

Menti code: 8533 0451



Introducing the
Matchmaking Platform 
Sara Sebastiano, European Network of Living Labs



Our LDT4SSC Matchmaking Platform is now live to help you build strong, diverse and complementary 
consortia!

On the platform, you can:

🔎 Present your organisation’s expertise and assets

🏙 Find cities, regions, SMEs, research organisations, NGOs and tech providers

🧩 Identify partners with skills in: Data platforms & interoperability, Modelling, AI & geospatial tools, Governance, 
ethics & data governance, Domain expertise (mobility, energy, environment, resilience, public services)

🤝Create or join consortium proposals for WS1: Interconnecting Local Digital Twins

Join the Matchmaking Platform and find your future partners: 
https://www.b2match.com/e/local-digital-twins-smart-communities 

Matchmaking Platform 
Looking for partners for the LDT4SSC Open Call (WS1)?

https://www.b2match.com/e/local-digital-twins-smart-communities


Matchmaking Platform: 
Registration process at a glance 









📧 Sign up to the newsletter: https://mailchi.mp/88e0df86fcca/ldt4ssc-newsletter 

🌐 Visit our website: https://ldt4ssc.eu/ 

🔗 Follow us on LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ldt4ssc-project/?viewAsMember=true 

Questions? Email us at info@ldt4ssc.eu 

Get in Touch!

https://mailchi.mp/88e0df86fcca/ldt4ssc-newsletter
https://ldt4ssc.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ldt4ssc-project/?viewAsMember=true
mailto:info@ldt4ssc.eu


Thank you for your time
Q&A  Session


